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Abstract: Textbook evaluation is very important when there is a phenomenon that the textbook consists of 
inappropriate contents. The evaluation has to be conducted because the textbook has a function to support the 
effectiveness of the teaching learning activities. In line with this phenomenon, this research dealt with the 
comparison between two EFL textbook evaluations. It aimed at knowing about the evaluation of the textbook
entitled When English Rings the Bell based on 2013 curriculum and the textbook entitled English on Sky based 
on KTSP curriculum. This research applied document analysis as one of the qualitative approaches. The theory 
proposed by McGrath was used to analyze the textbook based on the criteria of a good textbook. The result 
indicates that the textbooks have completed the criteria of a good textbook based on McGrath and been 
appropriate applied in each curriculum, though both of them have significant level that can make the students not 
ready for implementing it.
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Introduction
Almost all schools in the world based on some formal and informal researches, use textbooks in the 
teaching learning activities. It is because textbook, according to Muslich (2010), is a foundation of learning in 
the classroom. A textbook is a guide for teachers, to make the teaching learning activities runs well, effective, 
and efficient, and students, to help them to be able to join the teaching learning activities optimally. However, 
several years ago, there are a lot of textbooks that use inappropriate contents such as inappropriate utterances, 
stories (Buku Porno Masuk SD, 2012), and pictures (Kemendiknas: Ratusan LKS Berbau Porno untuk SMP 
Ditemukan di Solo, 2012). 
As a consequence of this phenomenon, the government published a textbook in order to control the 
spreading of the textbook. It is done based on the article of Indonesian Educational Evaluation Association about 
an evaluation in releasing a textbook and the implementation of 2013 Curriculum. Therefore, this research is 
expected to help the government, at least, to compare the textbook evaluation in 2013 Curriculum and KTSP 
Curriculum.
This research tries to investigate the evaluation of the textbook entitled Bahasa Inggris: When English 
Rings the Bell (published by the government) and English on Sky (published by Erlangga) by using document 
analysis as a part of qualitative research. Document analysis can give some hypothesis for continuing research 
and become reference for knowing the comparison between the textbook entitled Bahasa Inggris: When English 
Rings the Bell based on 2013 curriculum and English on Sky based on KTSP curriculum.
According to McGrath (2005), there are three basic methods of analysis and evaluation: (1) the 
impressionistic method that is concerned to gain a general impression of the materials, (2) the checklist method 
that consists of a list of items which is referred to do comparison, identification, and verification, and (3) in-
depth method that is usually used by the publisher’s and author’s claims to observe the kind of language 
description, inspiring assumptions about learning or values on which the materials are based or, in a broader 
sense, whether the materials seem likely to live up to the claims that are being made for them. 
This research used checklist method because it is used for comparing a thing with another. It has four 
advantages such as systematic, cost effective, convenient, and explicit. Additionally, in evaluating a textbook, it 
will be better for making a distinction between general criteria (i.e. the essential features of any good teaching-
learning material) and specific criteria (or context-related). Both of them can be explained in the criteria of a 
good textbook such as practical consideration, support for teaching and learning, context relevance, and likely 
appeal to learners (McGrath, 2005). 
Besides that, in order to strengthen the characteristic of a good textbook, there is an instrument to 
evaluate a textbook taken from Republic of Namibia. The instrument is valid to use because it has been applied 
to evaluate some textbooks in education in Namibia. 
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Table 1. The Textbook Evaluation based on Namibia’s Instrument
No Criteria of a Good 
Textbook
English Rings the Bell English on Sky
1. Physical Characteristics
Durability It can be downloaded, hence 
people can print it out by many 
kinds of paper. It is also able to 
bind as people want. 
It uses high quality paper (HVS). It 
will be usable for years.
Typeface and size It has large enough font size, 
captions, and illustrations. They 
are readable.
It has large enough font size, 
captions, and illustrations. They are 
readable.
Layout and appearance If it is compared with previous 
books that have been used for 
years in Indonesia, of course, it 
seems the textbook for elementary 
school. However, if it is meant for 
making students to think 
creatively, hence it is the best one. 
It has convenient layout and width 
of margin. It has a lot of pictures 
in it with colorful illustrations.
The layout is too dense. Hence, it 
will make students get bored while 
seeing the layout. Besides that, it 
only uses two colors that probably 
will not attract students’ interest.
Cost It can be downloaded, hence the 
cost will be based on its paper.
It is reasonable. It is only Rp 
38.000,-.
2. Content There is no long text here. There 
is only a conversation most of the 
content in every chapter. It aims 
at encouraging students’ 
motivation to think creatively 
how to improve their productive 
skills. It can be said that students 
are purposed to improve their 
speaking rather than listening, 
reading, or writing. It is related to 
the syllabus.
It consists of text, vocabulary 
building, grammar explanation, and 
questions that are divided into 
several types such as answer the 
questions based on the text, blank 
text, matching sentences, true and 
false, arranging sentences, writing 
an essay, etc. Besides that, every 
chapter is created to improve four 
language skills. It is also related to 
the syllabus.  
3. Pedagogical/ Methodology
Aspects
It is good for students to improve 
their ability and skill because 
there were a lot of productive 
skills there. However, the teachers 
must think creatively to attract 
students to get involved in the 
teaching learning activities 
because if the teachers cannot do 
it, only active students who can 
enjoy the classroom activity. 
Hence, it can be said that the 
teachers must force themselves to 
work hard in the class. Besides 
that, the students must have other 
resources to learn.
It is also can make students 
improve their ability. The 
difference is the teachers do not 
have to force themselves to teach 
because they can ask students to 
answer some questions in every 
chapter. Though there is no teacher, 
the students can know the lesson 
that must be learned because there 
are some explanations of each 
chapter.  
4. Language Level It is understandable for all level of 
students. It is correct, natural, and 
recent. The utterances in the 
textbook are usually spoken in 
daily activities and appeared 
repeatedly in order to make 
students remember them. Though 
all of the utterances are in 
English, but they can be 
It is understandable for all level of 
students. It uses Standard English 
too. However, the students must 
learn a lot of words in it. 
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categorized as Standard English. 
Therefore, students can 
understand well. However, the 
vocabulary is not too much. 
However, sometimes the words 
will make students boring.
5. Theme There is a variety of themes
related to daily activities and 
students’ interests. Hence, it will 
likely not make students get 
bored. 
Actually, the themes can attract 
their interest, but the activity in the 
book is too much. Hence, it will 
likely make them lazy to learn.
In order to strengthen the comparison between EFL textbook evaluation in 2013 curriculum and KTSP 
curriculum, below is the textbook evaluation based on the criteria of a good textbook by McGrath.
Table 2. The Textbook Evaluation based on the Criteria of a Good Textbook by McGrath (2005)
No Criteria of a Good 
Textbook
English Rings the Bell English on Sky
1. practical consideration Due to the themes are related to 
the daily activity and students’ 
interests, it can attract them to get 
involved in the classroom. 
Besides that, the utterances are 
made to be implemented in the 
reality and easy to learn. Of 
course, the utterances can be 
implemented in the daily activity. 
The utterances in this can be 
implemented too in the daily 
activity, but there are some words 
that likely are not appropriate to use 
in the daily activity.
2. support for teaching and 
learning
If the aim of the lesson is for
improving speaking ability, this 
book is the best choice. It is 
because it forces the students to 
think creatively and act it out with 
their speaking. The teachers must 
explain something the lesson 
before the students must learn. 
If the aim of the lesson is to 
encourage students’ ability in four 
language skills, this book is the best 
choice. it is because there are a lot 
of practices in it. The teachers’ role 
here is not too significant because 
the students can learn from the 
explanation in the book.
3. context relevance The context is relevance with the 
topic and the reality. 
The context is relevance with the 
topic and the reality.
4. likely appeal to learners Teachers have a significant role to 
explain the topic of each chapter 
without telling them. It is because 
this book is created to encourage 
students’ motivation to get 
involved in the classroom.
Teachers likely have less significant 
role because though the teachers do 
not come to the class, the students 
will still be able to do something in 
the class such as answering some 
questions in the book.
Conclusion
Considering the analysis of the textbook evaluation, it can be concluded that the textbook entitled When 
English Rings the Bell is good for encouraging students’ motivation to get involved in the classroom actively. Of
course, it is in line with the 2013 curriculum that applies students’ centered. It forces students to improve their 
speaking skill. However, the teachers must work hard to teach because the textbook do not give a lot of 
explanation about the lesson. While in the English on Sky, it can be concluded that it is good for students to 
practice four language skills. The students can learn by themselves if their teachers do not come to the class. 
However, their motivation cannot improve very well because the method still uses teacher’s centered and the 
students still acts passively.
Actually, both textbooks are appropriate for each curriculum. However, there is significant difference if 
it follows the curriculum. It is because the students tend to be forced by government to do actively in the class, 
whereas they are still in the comfort zone in listening to the teachers’ explanation. As the conclusion, it is 
worried that the students are not ready yet to implement the textbook in 2013 curriculum and reach the 
expectation from the government to apply students’ centered.
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